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Services

COT STUDENT USE OF OTS DORMITORIES

COMPLIANCE WITH THIS PUBLICATION IS MANDATORY

OPR: 23 TRS/DO (Maj Rob Lisch)                    Certified by 23 TRS/CC (Lt Col Don I. Olds, Jr.)

Supersedes:  23 TRS OI 34-246, 20 November 2003                                                         Pages:  3                                                                                                                                 Distribution:  F

This Operating Instruction (OI) provides guidance on the standards for Commissioned Officer Training (COT) students residing in Officer Training School (OTS) dormitories.  All COT personnel are responsible for understanding and abiding by the rules and procedures set forth in this instruction.  All references to COT in this OI also apply to Reserve Commissioned Officer Training.

SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

A provision for wearing shower shoes and sandals in the dorms was added to paragraph 4.

1.  General Information.  The dormitory standards addressed in this OI will ensure COT students maintain a safe, secure and clean living environment.  

2.  Room Access.  As commissioned officers, COT students will have a key to their room and will not be subject to room inspections.  All COT students will keep their room locked when unoccupied and when they retire for the night.  OTS commanders may enter the dormitory rooms, but other OTS staff will not enter students’ rooms except for emergencies, maintenance or as directed by a commander.  Housekeeping and maintenance personnel will access the dormitory rooms for cleaning and maintenance purposes.  Students may not report to their dorms during the duty day unless given permission by a commissioned staff member.  

3.  Behavior.  At no time will COT students behave in a manner that could be perceived as unprofessional while at OTS.  COT students will abstain from the appearance of misconduct or any action that could be misconstrued as having sexual connotations.  Public display of affection is not condoned and will not be tolerated, including within the dormitories.

4.  Dress and Personal Appearance.  Students will wear the uniform of the day during duty hours.  After duty hours, any authorized uniform, including physical training (PT) gear, may be worn in the OTS dormitories.  Students may wear shower shoes or sandals with the PT uniform while in the dormitories.  When ironing or visiting the POC lobby on the first floor, athletic shoes with socks must be worn.  Military uniforms are not mandatory within the confines of the student’s personal dorm room.  Student dress and personal appearance must comply with Air Force standards.  For further guidance on uniform wear and personal appearance, refer to Air Force Instruction (AFI) 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel and OTS OI 36-6, Student Procedures, Chapter 5.

5.  Access Restrictions.

5.1.  Dorms Access.  COT and Basic Officer Training (BOT) students will not enter each other's dormitories without direction from commissioned staff or the Operations Control Center.  This restriction is in accordance with OTS OI 36-6, Student Procedures, Chapter 4.

5.2.  Guests.  Students may escort guests on Maxwell AFB but will not host guests on the OTS campus, including the OTS dormitories.  Students may escort guests on the OTS campus during graduation events.
6.  Prohibited Items.

6.1.  Food and Alcohol.  Food is prohibited in the dormitory rooms but is allowed in the common use areas, as long as it is consumed the same day.  Food may not be stored overnight in the dormitories.  Alcohol is prohibited on the OTS campus, to include the dormitory buildings.  Exceptions to this policy may be granted for events sanctioned by the OTS Commander.

6.2.  Edge Dressing.  Edge dressing, or any substance intended to blacken the heel or sole of shoes or boots, is not permitted in the dormitory building.

6.3.  Offensive, demeaning and illegal items.  Every COT student is responsible for ensuring no offensive or demeaning items are displayed in their dormitory room.  Firearms and illegal substances are also restricted from OTS dormitories.

7. Tobacco use.  Smoking or the use of any tobacco products is not allowed in any OTS facility by anyone.  Students will not use or possess tobacco products at any time while in training status, on or off campus.  Additionally, all students will ensure guests are aware of, and comply with, the OTS tobacco use guidance.
8.  Furniture Placement.  There will be an approximate 2-inch space between the furniture and the walls to allow room for electrical outlets and to prevent marring the walls.  COT students may not move furniture within the dormitory rooms, and furniture may not be altered or damaged in any way.

9.  Dormitory Computers.  The government computers in the dormitory rooms will not be moved, modified or altered in any way.  This restriction includes hardware and software configuation.  Computer problems and questions should be addressed to the Student Wing Computer Officer.

10.  Responsibilities.  

10.1.  Personal Items.  Personal items on display must be able to be placed on a desktop or tabletop, and they will not be hung within any room.  No items may be taped to the walls, doorframes or doors.  Small valuable items may be kept within the locked drawers provided to each room occupant.

10.2.  Professionalism.  All students are responsible for maintaining a professional environment, which includes maintaining a learning environment free of loud noises.  Quiet hours will be in effect from Sunday through Thursday, 2200-0500 hours, but students must remain aware that other COT or BOT students may study or sleep during non-quiet hours.  A professional environment also includes a neat and orderly room free of clutter.

10.3.  Cleaning Requirements.  Students are responsible for spot cleaning their rooms (i.e., maintaining a clean, professional atmosphere), but are not responsible for in-depth, general cleaning.  Report dirty or soiled items or areas to the Flight Officer in Charge (FOIC).

10.4.  Broken Items and Maintenance Issues.  Students must report all broken items and maintenance issues to the FOIC, who in turn will upchannel the issues to the Mission Support Group Logistics Officer (MSG/LO).  The MSG/LO reports these issues directly to the 22d Training Support Squadron Facilities Office.

10.5.  Bathroom Upkeep.  Students are responsible for replacing their own bathroom tissue from the stock located in the Supply Closet.

11.  Common Use Areas.  The student break rooms, phone banks, laundry rooms and day rooms are available to all dormitory occupants.  Each of these rooms will be maintained in a neat and orderly fashion.  The last person exiting a common use area should turn off all appropriate electrical items, such as the television and lights.  Students may use dormitory laundry facilities free of charge, but students cannot use laundry facilities in dormitory buildings occupied by BOT personnel.

DON I. OLDS, JR., Lt Col, USAF
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